
From: Roger Saunders roger.saunders@afflip.com
Subject: News from the Australian Foundation for Fostering Learning in the Philippines

Date: 19 September 2017 at 8:22 pm
To: roger.saunders@afflip.com

Dear Roger

Welcome to the September edition of the AFFLIP newsletter.  2017 is proving
to be a busy, vibrant and productive period with all 15 elementary schools in the
Talomo District of the Philippines benefiting from our initiatives.

Welcoming new AFFLIP Board members

I am delighted to inform you that Mario Trinidad and Tim Jackson have agreed
to join the AFFLIP Board.  These appointments provide additional experience
and expertise to AFFLIP, complementing a strong group of existing board
members:  https://www.afflip.com/the-board.
 
Mario Trinidad grew up in the Philippines and later studied social work at
Flinders University, where he is a part-time lecturer. He is also Team Leader,
Community Response Team for the St Vincent De Paul Society (South
Australia). 
 
Tim Jackson has extensive experience at senior levels in local Government in
South Australia and Victoria.  He was until recently (June 2015) the Chief
Executive Officer of the City of Playford in South Australia. He is currently
Board Chair of Volunteering SA&NT and President and Chairman of
Volunteering Australia.
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Volunteering Australia.

 

AFFLIP Schools Learning Network visit to SA 

Earlier this year AFN Solutions donated $10,000 to AFFLIP and this has made
it possible to once again welcome 10 educators from 5 of the Network schools
in Davao, led by Mrs. Adeline I. Go, District Supervisor Philippines Department
of Education.  They will visit Adelaide from 22nd October to 1st November and
spend much of their time with their twinned schools.
 
SA and Talomo District schools involved in the 2017 South Australian visit are:

Warooka Primary School will host Vi-Cherry Ledesma (Principal) and
June Elias Patalinghug (Coordinator) from Baliok Elementary School
Auburn Primary School will host Asuncion Infiesto (Principal) and Miraluz
Hazel Mesias (Coordinator) from Catalunan Pequeno Elementary School
Flaxmill Primary School will host Leah Huevos (Principal) and April Maria
Estrada (Coordinator) from Dona Soledad Elementary Schools 
Reynella East College will host Amelyn Countryman (Principal) and Maria
Theresa Reynes (Coordinator) from Davao City Special School
Flinders Park Primary School will host Enydeza Oran (Principal) and
Anabella Libradilla (Coordinator) from RC Quimpo Elementary School

An update on the situation in Mindanao, Southern
Philippines

Earlier this year Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte declared martial law over
the southern island of Mindanao and adjacent Sulu Sea as a result of fighting
between government troops and the Maute Group, who are Muslim rebels
suspected of plotting terrorist acts.  In July, Martial Law was extended until 31
December 2017. Currently the major conflict is in Marawi City which is about
250 kms to the north west of Davao where AFFLIPs Talomo District schools are
located. However, as a result of the conflict, there is heightened security across
the whole island of Mindanao.  

The Australian Government’s advice is to reconsider the need to travel to
Mindanao and as there are no urgent matters requiring AFFLIP Board



members to be in Davao at present we have decided to monitor the situation
and revisit the matter at the next board meeting in October.  AFFLIP Members
and supporters are clearly concerned for the safety and security of Talomo
District students and teachers and we have been advised by Philippine
Department of Education District Supervisor Adeline Go that it is business as
usual for schools with stricter security measures implemented. We thank all
members for their concern and will provide an update in due course. 

AFFLIP Supporter Oreon Partners

We are indebted to Peter Telford (Partner) and Jess Telford (Associate Director) at
Oreon Partners for their ongoing support, expertise and wise counsel.   In early 2017
Oreon Partners (Chartered Accountants and Financial Planners Kent Town) agreed
to support AFFLIP.  They did this by providing the latest online accounting software
and working with AFFLIP Treasurer John Erskine to ensure that the AFFLIP Board

has access to high quality financial reports and useful, meaningful and timely
financial information.

 

Health and Nutrition
 
Over the past twelve months the funding from SMEC for $15,600 for health and
nutrition projects has facilitated the purchase of gardening and aquaculture
supplies, first aid supplies, and the completion of six major projects in schools
as follows:

Bonifacio – water storage tank and reticulation equipment
Leon Garcia - raised garden beds to mitigate against flooding
San Lorenzo – installation of a water storage tank
Dr. Jovito Francisco – construction of raised concrete garden vegetable
plots
Baliok – installation of water storage tank and reticulation equipment
Talomo Central – mobile container garden structure, equipment and
supplies



supplies

 
These projects are now fully completed and liquidated as is that funded by the
Noarlunga Lions Club at the Special Education school (SPED) which is an
integrated project involving vegetable growing through aquaponics, container
gardening and vermiculture .

The Maitland Rotary Club has continued its great support for AFFLIP with a
donation of $3,500 which will fund a water storage tank/reticulation equipment
and poultry house project at Catalunan Pequeno and raised concrete garden
beds, soil and associated supplies at Quimpo. Both these projects have now
commenced and Chris Thomas of Thomas Foods International has provided
further funding which will enable Mabini to deepen its well and redevelop its
aquaculture ponds and vegetable gardens.

All fifteen schools have now received funding for a major Health and Nutrition
project and we congratulate the principals and livelihood coordinators on
meticulously following the guidelines relating to the processes of application
development, implementation, liquidation and reporting.

The Outcomes from these activities have been significant and include the



The Outcomes from these activities have been significant and include the
following:

The development of knowledge and skills in gardening and fish
production for students, teachers (and parents) through the schools’
Livelihood Learning Programs.
Some schools are using their gardens to enrich learning in other subjects
such as math, science and language and this is an important focus for
further development.
Most schools are now quantifying the contribution of their food gardens
and fish ponds to their school’s feeding program and are looking at ways
to increase their production.
Many schools have noted increasing parental and community involvement
in their gardening and aquaculture programs, and school feeding
programs, and also an increasing level of support from Barangay officials.
In several cases the Departments of Agriculture and Fisheries are
working closely with schools and providing expertise and supplies.
Schools have been encouraged to seek further financial or in-kind support
from school PTAs, local individuals and companies for school projects
and programs.
A number of schools are now undertaking First Aid training with Philippine
Red Cross under the Disaster Risk Reduction Management Program
(DRRM) (Dr Jovito Francisco, Doña Soledad Dolor, Generoso, A. Mabini,
Catalunan Grande, Bago, Catalunan Pequeño and RC Quimpo).
First Aid supplies are securely stored and meticulous records kept in each
school. In the past teachers have often paid for these supplies out of their
own pockets.
The 750 students joining the scouting organisation through AFFLIP
sponsorship have participated in a range of outdoor learning activities
including camping, food preparation and environmental education.
Jamborees have also provided an opportunity for Talomo students to
meet children from other schools and districts.



 
The priorities for the coming school year for the Health and Nutrition Flagship
Program focus primarily on using the gardens and fish ponds for learning
activities across a range of subjects as mentioned previously. In order to
achieve this the Talomo principals and the Board plan to:

Strengthen the District Health and Nutrition Committee’s role as a
coordinating group in the Talomo District
Create opportunities for school-based coordinators to meet/share
practices in regular District meetings
Encourage and coordinate the writing of learning materials which focus on
the gardens and fish ponds 
Submit funding proposals according to the guidelines for individual
schools with an increased focus on using the gardens and fish ponds to
enrich learning in a variety of subject areas
Quantify the impact of the gardens/fish ponds on food production,
curriculum related learning and parent involvement through keeping
accurate records including photos
Identify strategies to increase the productivity of the gardens
Train parents and community members in organic gardening techniques
Train teachers and students in Basic First Aid

Scholarship update
 
AFFLIP is committed to sponsoring six pupils from each of the 15 schools each



year - two in each of grade 4, 5 and 6 - for a total of 90 scholars each year. The
amazing response to our request for sponsors this year means that we will be
sponsoring an extra 31 scholars. A special thanks goes to Parkside Primary
School students who held a fundraising event to sponsor an extra 6 pupils form
their partner school, A. Bonifacio Elementary School, for two years. The
remaining 25 scholarships have been allocated on a student population pro-
rata basis.
 
We have now received academic and personal records of all scholars and are
busy communicating that information to our generous sponsors. For information
on the scholarship program, please refer to our website or contact our
scholarship coordinators Roger Saunders or John Erskine.

A. Bonifacio Elementary School AFFLIP Scholars sponsored by Parkside
Primary School with Principal Ronald L. Mangmang and Scholarship
Coordinator Mrs. Mialma D. Awid, together with some of the parents.

Thank you Kandila Co
 
A big thank you to Janice Inducil from Kandila Co, an artisan soy candle maker
who earlier this year approached AFFLIP seeking to donate to the Foundation.
Janice and her husband were born and raised in the Philippines before
emigrating to Australia in 2005.  Their commitment to “help their less fortunate
countrymen in some way” led them to AFFLIP and a very generous $1000
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countrymen in some way” led them to AFFLIP and a very generous $1000
donation.  These funds will be directed to one of our key programs in Talomo
District, Mindanao in the Southern Philippines.
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